
Typhoon Seasons Greetings, A Season of Hope
Amidst Adversity
ARTS

The Holidays have come! The time of the year when we celebrate and thank God for
what we have and the blessings the past year have brought - whether it be new
friendships or family, new experiences, learnings and even new treasures we
acquired that make our lives better. It is a season for joy in the company of our loved
ones. 

    For my husband Baron and myself, the past few years has brought on a new meaning to this time - typhoon
season. 

    Since 2010, right around the holidays, we would find ourselves busy - not with Christmas shopping or
decorating but - getting people together or performing to raise funds for victims of disasters in the Philippines. It
started with Typhoon Ondoy, Sendong, Bopha and now, the Bohol earthquake and typhoon Haiyan only a few
weeks apart.

    I will admit that I was beginning to get desensitized by news of calamities in the Philippines. After all, it
happens all the time. Life goes back to normal after a while. 

    But this fateful calamity that hit my husband's hometown Tacloban, the hardest and adversely affected a lot
of our friends' families made me see more sides to just what I find in the headlines, stories that pushed me see
to the bigger picture.

EVERY PLEA FOR HELP SHOULD BE ANSWERED

    For days after the storm, we painfully waited for word from Baron’s relatives. Thankfully, after nearly a week
and with the help of Facebook and a free 3-minute free call service his aunt availed, we confirmed that
everyone including his only living grandparent, Nanay, have survived.

    Days following, we learned more about their situation, sympathized and cried with them. His cousin, Rannie*
and his family, lucky enough to have gotten a slot in a C130 flight out, is now in Manila with in-laws. He worries
how he can earn a living to provide for their needs. His transportation rental business is deemed
unrecoverable and is struggling to find work in a place foreign to him. 

    We offered some financial help to get them through in the 

meantime. Nanay lost her home and is now with her daughter, Maria*, in Tacloban. She has Diabetes and
medicine is limited. Her children in the US, Baron’s mom and uncle, requested doctor friends in Manila for
medicines sent via LBC Cebu, the closest working courier service. Maria had to travel to Cebu, a six- hour
drive and ferry ride to pick them up.

    We hear accounts of Baron’s classmates, walking miles to get food or water. Jiji, mourns the loss of her
mother while also fighting for her life after nearly drowning. Celeste, safe in a relative’s undamaged home but
spends sleepless nights because of armed men turned rogue threatening to ransack the home for food and
supplies.

    I realized every disaster will always have stories of struggle like these -- whether the death toll is in the 100s
to 10,000s. We are lucky we have family who are more than eager to help. 

    But how about those who don’t have anyone else to rely on? Those whose entire families are also victims?

    I vow to remember for every “call for help” we hear from back home, there are hundreds of Nanays,
Rannie’s, Jiji’s, Celeste’s and others moved to desperation with so much to deal with after their entire world
has nearly been washed away.

    While I know I can’t help everyone, I know I can do something that can help one person survive one more
day and possibly save their lives.

DISASTER RECOVERY AND REHABILITATION NEEDS MORE THAN JUST GETTING RELIEF

    Haiyan, the most powerful tropical cyclone to make landfall, was reported to have as much as 10,000
expected casualties. This got the world’s attention and powerful nations and international companies have
donated millions to relief efforts. But are the millions of donations– assuming none is sucked in by corruption -
enough to cover the cost of rehabilitation?

    Research and interviews with the Philippine Consulate in Chicago tell me that the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has prepared an Action Plan for Haiyan and estimates about
348M of funding are needed to implement immediate life-saving and early recovery programs in affected
communities. However, as of current, only $164M or 48% has been funded. By mid-December, a 12-month
Strategic Response Plan will be presented and more dollars for long-term needs will be estimated.
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WE CAN HELP THE PHILIPPINES REDUCE THE DAMAGE OF FUTURE 
CATASTROPHIES

    Typhoon Haiyan, currently with a record death of 5700+ as of print time has claimed the title Deadliest
Cyclone ever in the Philippines. Six of the 10 deadliest cyclones occurred in the past decade: Winnie/2004,
Durian/2006, Fengshen/2008, Washi/2011,Bopha/2012 and Haiyan in 2013. Six of the 10 costliest typhoons in
the Philippines, in hundreds of millions of dollars, also occurred in the past decade (Fengshen/2008, Parma
and Ondoy/ 2009, Megi/ 2010, Nesat/2011 and Bopha/2012).

    In the recently-concluded UN Climate Conference in Warsaw, Philippine representative Naderev Sano,
pushed for measureable action for “loss and damage” mechanism. This would be a means by which rich and
highly industrialized countries that have presumably contributed the most to global warming are legally bound
to compensate vulnerable underdeveloped countries for climate related losses.

    Talks did not materialize in an agreement this year but perhaps a stronger voice from Filipinos all over the
world may push the 2015 talks more in our favor.

    This season, I share my gratitude for many things, the love of my family and friends being the most important.
Even more so, this year’s “typhoon” season allowed me to be thankful for that (1) we have the financial
capacity to help others in time of need, (2) we have access to information that allows us to think intelligently
and, (3) we have the freedom to voice our opinion and act.

    May we all use this gifts the best way we can to drive our world towards equality and progress.##
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